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ABBREVIATIONS 


amis 
ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
i cent 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 
BOJ Bank of Japan 
ines 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
cATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons _ | 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
es, ae 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
iene 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency 
ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
EU European Union 
— 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
oni cic 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
in BB een 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
a 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
lIOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
ISS International Institute for Strategic Studies 
ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
IOC International Olympic Committe 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
ag: ae 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Pre- 
fectural and Municipal Workers’ Union 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
ane” pen 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
‘tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIDANREN (KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations 
KEIZAI DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
tc sam 
LBO leveraged buyout 
LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 
ons OR ses 
M&A merger and acquisition 
MIA missing in action 
MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 
MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 
MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
a ’ 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NASDA National Space Development Agency 
NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
NGO nongovernmental organization 
NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAI) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENMEI)) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 
NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 
NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) Japan Federation 
of Employers’ Associations 
NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) Japan Teachers’ Union 
NPA National Police Agency 
NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
sel tii 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 
wii 
PCBs polychlorinated bipheny!| 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
-PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
= 
R&D research and development 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAI) Japanese 
Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
oni MD ie 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
~ SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese 
Trade Union Confederation 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAIl) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
ai ee 
TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
ae | ee 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 
UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Com- 
~ mission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UPI United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
Re 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
—  e 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 
ae, Pal 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAIl) Japanese Bankers Asso- 
ciation 
ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 


Major News of February 2005 


February | (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Jenkins finds the good life on Sado 
Iraqi politicians start jostling as dust settles 
Kim may pass torch to son: state media 
Democratic leader lashes out at Bush 
Domestic News 
Hansen's patient wins ¥50 million (p2) 
37 foreign species set to be banned (p2) 
Chongryun ordered pay ¥785 million (p2) 
Many hospitals disregard guidelines covering children 
transplant donors (p3) 
Foreign News 
Bird flu kills 12" person in month as cases spread (p4) 
Indonesia need medicine, fewer doctors (p4) 
China, U.S. to focus on N. Korean nukes, Taiwan in 
talks (p4) 
Global leaders praise Iraq election (p5) 
U.S.-led coalition mismanaged Iraqi fund (p5) 
Qatar pushes ahead with plans to privatize Al-Jazeera 
network (p6) 
Save the Children, Yushchenko, Powell tipped for 
peace prize (p6) 
Jackson thriller ready to unfold (p6) 
Business News 
Kuroda assumes ADB helm facing range of challenges 
(p10) 
Japanese- Chinese trade heats up as diplomatic ties 
grow cold (p10) 
Chavez welcomed at World Social Forum (p13) 
Asia stocks gain on falling oil prices (p13) 
Sports News 
Japan's hockey coach has team focused firmly on 
Olympic berth (p18) 
Weary Davenport ready to do her thing (p20) 
Tigers skipper Okada tells Igawa to get over it (p20) 
Editorial 
Flying high over the Taiwan Strait (p16) 


February 2 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
U.N. Darfur report heats up battle over international 
court 
Bribed prosecutor handed 20 months 
SDF may join in U.N. peacekeeping in Sudan 
Domestic News 
Miyake village office opens for business (p2) 
SDF’s arrival in Aceh stirs local memories of 
occupation (p2) 
Princess engagement ceremony set (p2) 
Governors seek voice in base talks (p3) 


NHK won't apologize to Asahi over censorship (p3) 
Comments on new immigration rules sought (p3) 
Foreign News 
Nepalese king seizes power, cuts nation off from 
world (p4) 
Diplomatic efforts on N. Korean nukes gain speed 
ahead of Bush speech (p4) 
Bush won't talk of pulling troops from Iraq yet (p5) 
Rice signals stepped-up U.S. role in Mideast peace 
process (p6) 
U.S. plan for armed air marshals withers away in 
Europe (p7) 
BSE goat case poses low risk to humans, says EU (p8) 
Animal rights group campaigns against U.K. lab (p8) 
Business News 
Seibu Railway investors sue for ¥350 million (p14) 
Tanigaki set to engage “BRIC economies’ (p14) 
Chili wants more Japan investment (p14) 
U.S. must curb costs of foreign affairs: Rice (p17) 
Accord on Russia accession to WTO may be sealed 
this year (p17) 
Sports News 
Spring training kicks off amid media blitz (p21) 
Sugiyama crashes out in first round of Toray Pan 
Pacific Open (p21) 
Editorial 
Winning the world’s confidence (p18) 


February 3 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
First Miyake returnees welcomed home 
Iraq ‘hostage’ could be a toy 
U.S. tells Asian allies N. Korea may have sold Libya 
uranium 
Domestic News 
Defense officials cool on Sudan (p2) 
Iraqis who help SDF face death threats (p2) 
Blizzard conditions continue to disrupt travel 
nationwide (p2) 
Foreign News 
Nepalese king arrests foes, pick Cabinet (p4) 
Pair arrested trying to snatch “Baby 81° (p4) 
Malaysia extends amnesty for illegals (p4) 
Pope's hospitalization no cause for alarm, says Vatican 
(p5) 
Sharon and Abbas accept Mubarak’s offer to host 
summit (p6) 
Khartoum, Darfur rebels criticize U.N. report (p6) 
Spanish Parliament rejects more autonomy for 
Basques (p7) 
Dutch critics of Islam pay price for free speech (p7) 
Britons legally get OK to kill burglars in defense of 
homes (p8) 


Business News 
Bank card crimes fuel rush to biometric systems (p10) 
FSA mulling life insurance deregulation (p10) 
Nissan's sales jump 15% in U.S. to new January 
record (p10) 
China lent Russians $6 billion for Yukos takeover 
(p13) 
German jobless rate tops 5 million (p13) 
French unions to fight changes to 35-hour week (p13) 
Sports News 
Sato decides to hang up gloves (p20) 
Takaoka, Wainaina on marathon list (p20) 
Eagles owner Mikitani no stranger to start-ups (p21) 
Japan hands Syria 3-0 defeat (p22) 
Editorial 
Miyajima calling (p16) 


February 4 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Bush’s speech hails march of democracy 
IRA withdraws offer to disarm 
JFE polluting Tokyo Bay, lied about it 1,000 times 
Domestic News | 
Foreign sex trade ranks to face visa crackdown (p2) 
Japan plans to tighten screws on North Korea (p2) 
Loan sharks across Japan make good usury out of 
‘04(p2) 
Hatoyama’s proposed amendment acknowledges the 
SDF is a military (p2) 
Diet panel finds strong support for reigning empress 
(p2) 
Gallery issues plea to find print owned by Van Gogh 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
Nepal politicians live life on run after king sacks 
government (p4) 
Nine rescued in India a month after tsunami (p4) 
Cambodian opposition leader flees from country (p4) 
Georgian premier dead; officials blame gas leak (p5) 
Chechen rebel leader orders February ceasefire: Web 
site (p6) 
Judge reistates charges against mayor who married 
gay couples (p6) 
Pope improving but faces “some days’ in hospital (p8) 
Business News 
Toyota sees ¥1 trillion year as profit rises 3.5% (p18) 
Wages seen rising 1.7% after talks (p18) 
Panel wants to open up banking agent sector (p18) 
Lehman taps “Mr. Yen’ for advisory board (p18) 
Envoy calls for China-Japan FTA (p18) 
Facing political pressure in U.S., GE to decline new 
business 1n Iran (p20) 
Fed raises interest rates again to check inflation (p21) 


EU retreats after French broadside against 
services-market liberalization (p21) 

Sports News 

Tsunami charity match gets support (p23) 

Ai-chan, Umemura picked for worlds (p23) 

Kitajima accepts award from FSAJ (p24) 
Editorial 

Lifestyle geared saving energy (p10) 


February 5 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
Japan confirms first vCJD death 
Iraqi Shiites take strong lead in first official election 
returns 
Specter of losses, foiled merger spurs talk that SMFG 
chief may bow out 
Annan to punish head of oil-for-food program 
Domestic News 
Woman admits dumping ¥18 million in Saitama (p2) 
Youth serious-crime arrests at 10-year high (p2) 
Minister snubs court’s advice on funding probe (p2) 
Japan promises not to target Filipinos in visa 
crackdown (p2) 
Ise Shrine set for ritual 20-year renewal (p3) 
Article 9 changes could threaten regional security: 
NGOs (p3) 
Foreign News 
U.S. to send 690,000 for Korean war (p4) 
Rice says an attack on Iran is out “at this point’ (p5) 
Rumsfeld twice offered his resignation to Bush (p5) 
Israel to pull out of Jericho, release 900 Palestinian 
prisoners (p5) 
Hostage’s husband shares his anguish, quest in book 
(p6) 
Annan proposes troops for Sudan (p6) 
Business News 
JAL to buy 30 Boeing 737s; Airbus aced out (p8) 
North Korea trade can slip through any sanctions 
cracks (p8) 
MMC set to supply Peugeot Citroen with SUVs (p8) 
Economic gauge indicated contraction (p8) 
U.S. lawmakers demand action to curb China trade 
deficit (p11) 
U.S. productivity growth slows (p11) 
Sports News 
Nakata’s transfer slowed by mistake (p19) 
‘New era’ begins for Nakamura with Dodgers (p19) 
Editorial 
Mr. Bush’s ambitious agenda (p16) 


February 6 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Court guts U.S. tobacco lawsuit 


Bush wants to boost Pentagon spending 
Bigger societal role for women gaining acceptance . 
Shiite candidates widen lead tn Iraq poll count 
Domestic News 
Healtli ministry to bolster vCJD surveillance (p2) 
Chubu airport provides sneak preview (p2) 
Apparent group suicides leave nine people dead (p2) 
Matsushita, Hitachi to tie up for plasma display panels 
(p2) 
Fifth Iraq troop rotation begins (p2) 
Foreign News 
Thaksin poll victory could spell disaster, Thai 
opposition says (p3) | 
Roh, Bush will push for six-party N. Korea talks (p3) 
Rice, Europe allies push Iran, Mideast diplomacy (p4) 
Ukrainian Parliament confirms reform premier (p5) 
Long-term outlook poor for pope (p6) 
N.Y. Constitution gives gays right to marry, judge 
rules (p6) 
Business News 
U.S. airlines crack down on excess baggage fees (p16) 
China car output may pass German (p17) 
Rising fuel costs inflate more than just gas prices 
(p17) 
Sports News 
Noguchi receives “Golden Shoes’ (p19) 
Nakazato to fight for WBA belt (p19) 
K. Nakata’s move to Marseille gets OK (p19) 
Kawaguchi urges Zico to keep faith with Tamada, 
Ogasawara (p19) | 
Bloom snags Cup moguls; Ueno finishes in third place 
(p20) 
Editorial 
Prohibition in Bhutan (p12) 


February 7 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
Thai voters re-elect Thaksin 
Government may change Futenma move 
Fukui governor gives approval to retool controversial 
Monyu 
G-7 nations move slightly on debt relief 
Domestic News 


Firm, cancer patient conclude the nation’s first viatical 


settlement (p2) 

Spots anglers go to Miyake despite safety issues (p2) 

New guidelines for sex-change operations due (p2) 

Foreign News 

U.S. military plans to finish tsunami aid effort this 
month (p3) 

European bitterness toward U.S. thaws following 
elections in Iraq (p5) 

Togo leader Eyadema dies; son ascends in army 


“coup 
Georgia mourns premier found dead in gas-heated 
room (p6) 
Pope vows to continue work despite health woes (p7) 
French protest plan on longer workweek (p7) 
Business News 
Small businesses fight freer trade (p15) 
Forget the euro — 2005 is the year of the yen (p15) 
Sports News 
Ichiro practices at Orix camp (p20) 
Ushiyama takes 500M at worlds (p20) 
Japanese shine in competition (p20) 
Sharapova takes Pan Pacific Open (p22) 
Editorial 
Banking on safer cash cards (p18) 


February 8 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Yakuza-linked loan shark gets five years 
Mideast to get U.S. “security coordinator’ 
North Koreans arrive for soccer match 
Bush budget targets 150 programs 
China makes longer-lasting bird flue vaccine: ministry 
Domestic News | 
Japan eyes green ODA projects (p2) 
China accept talks on Japan's termination of ODA 
(p2) 
Immigration might ship new refugee (p2) 
Miyake islanders don gas masks for first time since 
return (p2) 
Thaw main goal of North Koreans here (p3) 
Ex-residents want Russian —held isles back (p3) 
Foreign News 
Thaksin wins huge mandate as critics fear one-party 
state (p4) 
Pakistan denies report Khan sold nuclear technology 
to Saudi Arabia (p4) 
CIA reports on terrorism suspects said ‘out of control’ 
(p5) 
Rumsfeld, Cheney don’t believe Iraq will follow [ran 
model (p5) 
Mexican leftist make progress (p6) 
Chechen rebel ceasefire ‘holding firm’ (p6) 
Business News 
Surge in part-time workers shattering middle-class 
dreams (p10) 
Okuda to complete Nippon Keidanren chairman term 
(p10) 
Flat TVs seen taking 86% of market in °09 (p10) 
Sumitomo Life to buy stake in Chinese venture (p10) 
Australia warns of early rate hikes (p13) 
China ‘needs more time’ on currency reform policy 


(p13) 


Bush's deficit reduction plan utilizes creative math: 
analysts (p13) 

Sports News 

Tsukada gets hold of 78-kg title (p19) 

Zico’s plan puzzles Nakamura (p19) 
Norwegian continues Sapporo success (p19) 
Editorial 

Concern over the first vCJD case (p16) 


February 9 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Torture led to bogus confessions: U.S. lawyer 
Israel, Palestinians announce ceasefire 
Bush budget a return to Reagan-era cuts 
Livedoor thwarts Fuji TV’s bid for Nippon 
Broadcasting 
Radicals hunt ‘un-Islamic’ barbers in Baghdad 
Domestic News 
Rapid missile defense response set (p2) 
250 soccer fans camp out for best seats (p2) 
Cabinet OKs bill to cut nursing-care outlays, up 
burden on aged (p2) 
Tsunami relief mission to end March 26 (p2) 
LDP funds controversy reveals loopholes (p3) 


Australian court asked to rule on Japan’s whale hunt in 


sanctuary (p3) 
Foreign News 
Nepal phones restored as rebels hunted (p4) 
Asian quake moved earth, shortened day (p4) 
U.S. military getting attention for shooting Iraqi 
civilians (p5) 
EU nations deal with thorny issue of immigration (p6) 
Togo leader sworn in as AU threatens sanctions (p6) 
Notorious Boston priest convicted of sexual abuse 
(p7) 
Business News 
IBM, Sony, Toshiba unveil new-breed microprocessor 


(p12) 
Japan closer to lifting ban on U.S. beef (p12) 
Household spending up 0.5% in ‘04 (p12) 
No WTO accord seen until 2006 (p15) 
Indian growth forecast to be lower than last year but 
still a brisk 6.9% (p15) 
Sports News 
Tosa, Sakamoto to run in ekiden (p19) 
Tamada, Ogasawara to start against N. Korea (p20) 
Editorial 
Good sportsmanship in Saitama (p16) 


February 10 (Thursday) 

Front Page News 
Mob’s loan shark ‘king’ gets 7 years 
Japan beats North in last-minute thriller 


Israelis, Palestinians have modest ceasefire hopes 
‘Dolly’ scientist 1s granted human cloning license for 
research 
Senkaku beacon set up by rightists now state property 
Domestic News 
Japanese fan count at Pyongyang game eludes (p2) 
LDP, DPJ could amend Constitution together in three 
years: Hatoyama (p2) 
Miyazawa to get Golden Lion award (p2) 
Security steps foiling pirates, ministry says (p3) 
Crippled space agency gears up for new launch (p3) 
Sokurov focuses on Hirohito’s human side in “Sun’ 
(p3) 
Chances of Japan winning UNSC seat slim: Scowcroft 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
‘Baby 81° saga draws to an end (p4) 
Nepalese king faces legal challenge, street defiance 
after grab for power (p4) 
Denmark’s Fogh wins re-election on immigration 
curbs (p7) 
Cretien defiant at scandal probe (p7) 
Experts are trying to predict next tsunami’s path of 
destruction (p8) 
Business News 
Toyota family scion seen being groomed for helm 


(p10) 
Airbus pits Fukushima as Japan rep against Boeing 


(p10) 
U.S. farm chief lauds approval of cow age verification 


(p10) 
Hitachi wins China train control deal (p10) 
January busiest merger month since dot-com era (p12) 
Iraq deposits $5 billion with U.S. Fed (p13) 
Sports News 
Fudo, Miyazato headline opener (p21) 
Japan nets late winner (p22) 
Editorial 
More warnings of bird flu (p18) 


February 11 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
N. Korea says it has nuclear arms 
U.S. plans to ‘outsource’ nuclear strikes 
Charles, Camilla to wed 
Domestic News 
LDP bill requires people to report cases when seniors 
are being abused (p2) 
School marks date of ship’s sinking (p2) 
Whistle-blowing cop sues over transfer (p2) 
Foreign News 
India meet to seek to stop smuggling of radioactive 
materials (p4) 


Saudis open landmark municipal elections (p5) 
Debate over banning neo-Nazi party roils Germany 
(p7) 
Suggestion of pope’s resignation touches raw spot in 
Vatican (p7) 
Business News 
Tanigaki urges BOJ to keep system flush with ample 
liquidity (p8) 
Osaka finds ¥1 billion not enough to stem firms’ 
Tokyo flight (p8) 
In turnaround, Parliament looks to make the French 
work more (p19) 
U.S. industries seek WTO case vs. China (p19) 
Sports News 
Kitajima says that despite the fame, he 1s still the same 
(p24) 
Editorial 
Middle East truce opens a door (p20) 


February 12 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
U.S. trade gap hit record of $617.7 billion in 2004 
Abbas fires security chiefs after Hamas shells Israelis 
Pope ends 10-day hospital stay 
N. Korea demands direct dialogue with U.S. to defuse 
tension 
Domestic News 
Japan looks to slash spending on U.S. forces (p2) 
‘Gyudon’ comeback is short but sweet (p2) 
Environmentalists discuss energy matters in Kyoto 
(p2) 
Koizumi encourages GSDF at Sapporo Snow Festival 
(p2) 
Development vital to international security, says 
Japanese envoy to U.N. (p2) 
Migration expert makes case for helping foreign 
workers (p3) 
Cause of Kurdish asylum-seekers championed by high 
school teacher (p3) 
Foreign News 
South Korea shocked by nuclear boast from North 
(p4) 
Nepal steps up security to stop rebel blockade (p4) 
China rescued 9,000 from traffickers (p4) 
NATO to expand Afghan mission (p5) 
Iraq shooting, bomb kill 24; Rumsfeld makes surprise 
visit (p5) 
In Europe, royal weddings have a history of ending in 
tragedy or farce (p6) 
Estonia leader fires minister after secret papers vanish 
(p7) 
Blair expresses strong support of Annan (p7) 
Thousands in France protest school reforms (p8) 


Business News 
New software shaking up Internet news (p10) 
Rising payrolls help U.S. budget to bag surplus in 
January (p11) 
Russia to bar foreign firms from auctions of major 
mineral deposits (p11) 
Sports News 
IOC recommends expulsion for Kim (p18) 
Narita sibling make podium (p19) 
Editorial 
More disappointment for South Asia (p16) 


February 13 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Islamists victorious in Riyadh polls 
Playwright Arthur Miler dies 
U.S. man arrested for soliciting organized suicide over 
the Net 
Domestic News 
Japan may accept more workers from Thailand (p2) 
‘Chilean geisha’ held on suspicion of promoting 
prostitution in Japan (p2) 
Iraq boy brought to Japan for cancer treatment dies 
(p2) | 
Japan growth said needed to aid U.S. (p2) 
Foreign News 
Pakistan floods, avalanches kill over 260 (p3) 
Commonwealth insists Musharraf quit military by ‘07 
(p3) 
Death toll in Asian tsunami disaster at 285,993 (p3) 
Indian wins World Press Photo award for tsunami 
image (p3) 
Blair unveils election campaign pledges (p4) 
EU to send copy of its charter into space in publicity 
stunt (p4) 
Annan flights back from scandals with PR offensive 
(p5) 
Pope remains home, sends his blessing to fellow sick, 
suffering (p6) 
Business News 
Norway plans ban on copying music from CDs to 
MP3 players (p17) 
No mad cow 1n tested cattle: Canada (p17) 
Rich nations emphasize food security at WTO talks 
(p17) 
EU calls U.K. plan for carbon emissions trading 
unacceptable (p17) 
Sports News 
Japan 2 shots back after 1* round (p20) 
Higashi defends title at TVh Cup (p20) 
Ogino gets first callup in 7years (p20) 
Editorial 
Dead man moonwalking (p14) 


February 14 (Monday) 
No paper was issued due to press holiday 


February 15 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Shiites win Iraqi election 
Osaka school intruder, 17, kills teacher 
N. Korea arms ‘not confirmed’ 
Domestic News 
Woman avoids prison for mercy killing of son (p2) 
Temple U. wins foreign designation (p2) 
Three nations may meet on N. Korea (p2) 
TV Asahi hit for biased report on fugitive (p3) 
Japan master of Austrian cuisine due home in May 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
Swedish leader wants ‘new Kyoto’ (p4) 
Beirut explosion kills ex-prime minister (p5) 
Serbian president pays landmark visit to Kosovo (p5) 
Germany stirs up NATO controversy before summit 
(p6) 
Late Ray Charles skims Grammys (p7) 
Britain's top driving test overseer says men better 
drivers than woman (p7) 
Business News 
Current account surplus hits record high (p12) 
Livedoor looks to grab bigger roundabout stake in Fuji 
TV (p12) 
Manila’s central bank unfazed by visa curbs (p12) 
Consumer confidence increased in January (p12) 
Economy predicted to show only slight growth for 
previous quarter (p12) 
Sports News 
Kitajima entered in three events (p23) 
Japanese skaters nab silver, gold (p23) 
Japan takes World Cup (p24) 
Editorial 
Keeping to the PKO principles (p20) 


February 16 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Rapid missile defense response win OK 
New N. Korea Scud able to strike Tokyo 
Syria accused over ex-Lebanese leader’s murder 
Domestic News 
Education policy rethink urged; Saturday classes in ~ 
offing? (p2) 
Sex-offender data plan may expand to keeping tabs on 
other ex-cons (p2) 
Trade sanctions could cost North $1 billion: LDP (p2) 
Beijing, H.K. activists stage protests over Senkaku 
beacon (p2) 


Japan urged to spread energy technology to rest of 
world (p3) 
Working to reach Kyoto goals overseas (p3) 
Foreign News 
North Korea ‘tiger’ roars at U.S. ‘mutt’ (p4) 
Gas explosion in Chinese mine kills 203 (p4) 
Mass post-tsunami rehousing begins (p4) 
Iraqi Shiite Jagaari favored as new leader (p5) 
Bush seeks extra tens of billions for military (p5) 
Draft U.N. resolution urges Sudan peacekeepers (p6) 
U.K. violated rights in McLibel case: EU (p7) 
Business News 
Livedoor move may spur off-hour trading curbs (p12) 
Prospective home owners warming to made-to-order 
condos (p12) 
Foreign firms more likely to give employees a 
comfortable life (p12) 
Mobile phone shipments fall 14.9% (p12) 
Britain defies CO2 warnings (p15) 
WTO states will push blueprint by yearend (p15) 
Sports News 
F-1 rule changes may be right on the Button (p18) 
Japan pros to play in charity game (p19) 
Editorial 
Flawed compromise takes effect (p16) 


February 17 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Kyoto Protocol goes into force; success nowhere near 
a given 
Economy descends into new recession 
Hariri funeral becomes anti-Syria protest 
Domestic News 
Earthquake shakes up east Honshu, injures 27 (p2) 
Firms may have to report greenhouse gas emission 
(P2) 
Police rescue four from suicide after one gets cold feet 
(p2) 
Isle row needs the likes of historic envoy (p3) 
Singapore to commemorate wartime invasion, 
occupation by Japanese (p3) 
Community pulled together in 1956 to build Korean 
school (p3) 
Foreign News 
‘Baby 81’ is reunited with family at last (p4) 
Tsunami victims to sue U.S. forecasters (p4) 
Ottawa warns it may have to shop abroad for Kyoto 
credits (p5) 
Threats will not halt withdrawal says Sharon (p5) 
Ex-priest gets 12-15 years in prison for raping boy 
(p7) 
Business News 
Centrair chief brimming with confidence (p9) 


Chubu airport had high air-freight hopes (p10) 
LDP panel endorses U.S. cow test (p10) 
Kyoto pact draws mixed views from business chiefs 
(p10) 
Declining car sales mar healthy U.S. retail data (p12) 
U.K. inflation data give no clue on rate outlook (p13) 
Public deficits top agenda of Brussels talks (p13) 
Sports News 
Giants force Uehara to put MLB dreams on hold-for 
now (P20) 
Q-chan likely to skip world c’ships (p20) 
Takahashi third at Four Continents (p20) 
Miyazato ready to take on the big girls now (p21) 
Marseille presents new man Nakata (p22) 
Editorial 
Pyongyang ups the ante (p18) 


February 18 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Base noise suit nets ¥2.8 billion 
Chubu airport opens to cheers 
Ethiopian fossils called oldest modern humans 
Domestic News 
Embassy hit over stake 1n Filipino entertainers (p2) 
Aso trumps Masuda in race to head governors’ body 
(p2) 
Police to patrol Koto Ward public schools (p2) 
Korean school persevere amid identity, funding, bias 
crises (p3) 
China upholds drug-runner’s sentence (p3) 
Foreign News 
China arms pose greatest threat: Goss (p4) 
Thaksin sys he'll crush uprising in south in 4 years 
(p4) 
Rapidly growing China overtakes U.S. as world’s 
leading consumer (p4) 
Iraq set to certify election results and allocate seats 
(p5) 
Cancer vaccine show first hope to lengthen life (p6) 
Fingerprint points to da Vinci role in mystery 
masterpiece (p6) 
Tsunami warning system gets nod (p6) 
Man held over plot to kill king (p6) 
Airports closed as cold weather grips Europe (p7) 
Business News 
DoCoMo to bid farewell to PHS services (p8) 
BOJ leaves monetary policy alone amid new 
uncertainties (p8) 
Protect Japan firms from foreigners; JCCI (p8) 
Japan Post deliveries hit record high (p8) 
Consumer-database scam victims soar (p18) 
China to build its largest oil plant (p19) 
Good economy doesn't obviate fiscal discipline: 


Greenspan (p19) 

Yukos saga moves to U.S. court (p19) 
Sports News 

Suguri takes lead at Four Continents (p23) 

Yokosawa warned over doping (p23) 

Sakamoto earns worlds berth (p23) 
Editorial 

Unity crucial for the model to work (p20) 


February 19 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
_ Japan now off track to living up to Kyoto pact 
MTFG, UFJ merger set at 0.62-to | ratio 
Japan, U.S. to list Taiwan as mutual security concern 
Human gene variation 1s unveiled 1n first map 
Domestic News 
School reopens in aftermath of teacher slaying (p2) 
Mom, Japan-born kids avoid deportation, for now (p2) 
U.S. human-rights activist backs economic sanctions 
on Pyongyang (p2) 
Japan’s tsunami deal toll up to 28 (p2) 
Foreign News 
Does anyone see need for marines here? (p3) 
Nepal’s king ‘took power to protect democracy (p4) 
Spain to vote first on EU Constitution (p5) 
In surprise move, Bush picks Negroponte for top spy 
post (p5) 
Shiites win by narrow margin (p5) 
African Union issues report critical of Zimbabwe (p6) 
Paraguay ex-president and family mourn daughter (p7) 
Business News 
FSA to discipline Meiji Yasuda (p8) 
Lehman Brothers seen behind Livedoor’s share-price 
plunge (p8) 
Kirin brewed ¥49.1 billion net profit in 2004 (p8) 
Takenaka envisions loan business for privatized Japan 
Post (p8) 
China’s industrial growth slows (p10) 
Singapore antipiracy fine doubled (p10) 
EU may tax airline fuel to raise aid funds (p11) 
Dubious privatizations are ticking “time bomb’ 1n 
Russia: analysts (p11) 
Sports News 
Onda banned after blood test (p19 
Japanese big leaguers get some work in (p19) 
Takahashi’s third-place finish should earn him spot in 
Figure Skating World C’ships (p19) 
Editorial 
Missile defense and civilian control (p16) 


February 20 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Lubber'’s future dims after meeting Annan 


U.N. panel OKs cloning ban resolution 
Machimura, Rice to stress resuming six-party talks 
Support for death penalty passes 80% for first time 
Domestic News 
Last ‘mandate refugees’ allowed out of detention (p2) 
Former Seibu Railway president hangs himself (p2) 
Sankyo, Daiichi Pharmaceutical reportedly in merger 
talks (p2) 
New system to detect tsunamis in offing (p2) 
Foreign News 
Chirac’s ally in Polynesia dismissed in assembly vote 
(p3) 
U.S. ex-presidents start tour of tsunami-hit Asia (p3) 
U.N. details huge tsunami devastation (p4) 
Antiterrorism legislation to be introduced in U.K. (p4) 
Lebanon opposition urges revolt against Syria’s 
political grip (p5) 
Togo’s leader promises polls within two months (p5) 
Mexico conducts first public trial (p6) 
Business News 
Vioxx set for shock return to U.S. market (p16) 
Huge ID theft scandal spurs Americans to demand 
action (p17) 
Sports News 
Today Japan, tomorrow the world (p19) 
Japanese tests positive for marijuana (p19) 
Kato third at World Cup event (p19) 
Terao, Kamino fastest on short track (p19) 
Kitajima impresses in time trial (p19) 
Suguri skates away with Four Continents (p20) 
Editorial 
In praise of a “billy sook’ (p12) 


February 21 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
Israeli ministers set to adopt Sharon’s Gaza pullout 
plan 
North Korea, Taiwan top issues in Japan-U.S. talks 
Bush seen as most likely to push Putin privately 
Domestic News 
Japan using N. Korea to confront China (p2) 
China slams Japan, U.S. on Taiwan (p2) 
Korean A-bomb victims to get aid (p2) 
Foreign News 
Bangladesh ferry sinks in storm; 75 die, 110 missing 
(p3) 
China imperial treasures live on in Taiwan (p3) 
Togo neighbors impose sanctions over president (p4) 
Spaniards open vote in referendum on EU charter (p4) 
Portuguese vote; Socialist win likely (p4) 
State voting expected to give vital lift to Schroeder's 
party (p4) 
Demonstrators in central Rome ask for release of 


Italian hostage in Iraq (p5) 

U.K. hunters ride to hounds, defying legal ban (p7) 
Sports News 

Meisho Bowler speeds home in record (p18) 

SAJ makes case for Onda (p18) 

Matsui wants to be longtime Yankee (p19) 

Sakurai powers Oji to national c’ship (p19) 

In-form Takahara turning some heads (p20) 
Editorial 

New airport tilts toward Asia (p16) 


February 22 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Half of Russia’s nuclear materials “not accounted for’ 
Spanish voters back EU Constitution 
U.N. refugee chief resigns over harassment scandal 
Bush dismisses rift Europeans 
Domestic News 
Koizuni weighs in on China- Taiwan issue (p2) 
Man sentenced to death for killing Chiba family in 
house fire (p2) 
World needs to be aware of its wasteful excesses: 
Maathai (p2) 
Record bogus ¥1,000 notes found (p2) 
Vet seeks recognition for Iwo flag-raising (p3) 
Foreign News 
Main opposition Socialists win by landslide in 
Portugal (p5) 
Ukraine, Georgia out of Russia’s ‘orbit’: diplomat (p5) 
Ruling Turk Cypriots top poll (p7) 
Czech prime minister vows to stay (p8) 
U.K. Navy seeks fair treatment of gay staff (p10) 
Business News 
Livedoor ups broadcaster stake (p12) 
Don’t meddle with yen’s advance, Sakakibara says 
(p12) 
Japan eyes FTA with Switzerland (p12) 
U.K.’s Brown hails China as world economic engine 
(p15) 
Oz, N.Z., ASEAN talk FTA (p15) 
S. Korea leads Asia to 7-year high (p15) 
Sports News 
Japan flops at world c’ships (p21) 
Kato, Yoshi finish second best (p21) 
Editorial 
More trouble ahead for Lebanon (p18) 


February 23 (Wednesday) 

Front Page News 
Crown Prince offers apology 
Aussie troops to protect Japan contingent in Iraq 
Kim willing to join nuclear talks: envoy 
Tough-talking Bush takes jabs at Russia, Syria 


Domestic News. 
Man gets like for killing wife, 16 (p2) 
Jury still out on whether Princess Aiko can reign (p2) 
Tsunami-warning seminar draws officials from 11 
nations (p2) 
Prosecutors likely to grill Tsutsumi (p2) 
Remembering the Occupation in color (p3) 
Foreign News 
U.K. targets China with English language (p4) 
Iraq project money bled by security costs (p5) 
Palestinians face political crisis over Cabinet lineup 
(p5) 
NATO says all members pledge Iraq help (p5) 
Avian flu is world’s No.1 threat, CDC head says (p8) 
Business News 
Merchants, state seek cure for currency counterfeiting 
craze (p12) 
Fuji TV likely to get over 30% of radio broadcaster 
(p12) 
JR East lets DoCoMo handsets serve as tickets (p12) 
Economists foresee mild slowdown in U:S., with 3.6% 
expansion rate (p14) 
EU sharply split over budget (p14) 
Sports News 
North Korea prepares to accept Japanese fans (p18) 
Editorial 
More challenges face EU charter (p16) 


February 24 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Keep China arms ban, Bush tells EU 
World nears bird flu pandemic: experts 
Radio firm gives Fuji TV options to stop Livedoor 
U.S. citizen charged with al-Qaeda plot to assassinate 
Bush 
Domestic News 
Whistle-blower’s just desserts? (p2) 
NPA to probe sex-offenders for priors (p2) 
Hosoda snubs Pyongyang’s bid to link nuke talks to 
abductions (p2) 
Ruling parties, opposition clash on pension reform 
(p2) 
Zhang welcomes chance to direct Takakura (p3) 
High court tells loan shark to pay back loan, and the 
vig (p3) 
Foreign News 
Japan, U.S. envoys head to Seoul in bid to revive nuke 
talks (p4) 
Top U.K. lawyer warned Blair Iraq war “could be 
illegal’ (p5) 
Britain's antiterror bill sparks protest (p5) 
Putin shrugs off White House criticism (p6) 
Hundreds rally against “Bush the executioner’ (p6) 


Queen will not attend Prince Charles’ civil marriage 
ceremony (p7) 
Pope blasts gay marniages as part of “ideology of evil’ 
(p7) 
Business News 
Trade surplus plunges to two-year low (p8) 
Nippon Steel agrees to 71.5% hike in iron ore prices 
from Rio Tinto (p8) 
BOJ to assess reserve target after April, Fukui states 
(p3) 
Ski firms eye China ahead of Summer Games (p8) 
Boeing sells plants in two states (p14) 
Free tabloids shake up industry (p15) 
Germany narrowly escapes its third recession in four 
years (p15) 
Sports News 
Inaba joins Fighters after failed MLB bid (p22) 
Satoya, Uemura head Japan squad (p22) 
Kato, Okazaki named to team (p22) 
Miyazato packs a punch for women’s golf in Japan 
(p23) 
Ichiro wants to cut down mistakes, raise average (p24) 
Editorial 
Finding Japan's place in the world (p20) 


February 25 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Livedoor files to block “poison pill’ ploy by Fuji 
Pentagon wants more Special Ops freedom 
Pope rushed to hospital after suffering flu relapse 
U.S, open to alternate plans for Futenma base 
Domestic News 
Slave laborers’ redress snub favors state, MHI (p2) 
Ishihara’s sexist slurs no cause of distress: court (p2) 
Jenkins seeks U.S. passport for March visit (p2) 
Foreigners tied to record 47,124 crime cases in “04 
(p2) 
Japan’s 15" mad caw case probed (p2) 
Sumo grapples with an identity crisis (p3) 
Tsunami alerts via mobiles in works (p3) 
Foreign News 
Tarwan’s Chen won't rule out later reunification with 
China (p4) 
Malaysia won't let gay ‘characters’ enlist (p4) 
Controversial U.K. terror bill passes first test (p6) 
Business News 
Young gun under fire for takeover bid (p9) 
Kansai hopes to cut times for flight connections (p9) 
Top three automakers hiked output in January (p9) 
Japan, Belgium nix double premiums (p9) 
China doubts its ability to curb IPR violations (p18) 
Greenspan, inner circle guide economic destiny of 
millions (p19) 


Sports News 
Ai equals course record (p22) 
Editorial 
Mr. Thaksin can’t relax (p20) 


February 26 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
Bush challenges Putin on Russian democracy 
Japan may rethink Futenma base relocation 
Pope gets tracheotomy in new breathing crisis 
Canada formally exits U.S. antimissile project 
Domestic News 
Kurds’ bid for asylum thrown out of court (p2) 
Top temp agency seen forcing unpaid overtime (p2) 
Aoki, Nonaka grilled anew over shady donation (p2) 
DPJ bill ups abduction, other human rights pressure on 
North (p2) 
Korean war laborers to appeal ruling (p2) 
Dolls, robots act as surrogate children for legions of 
lonely elderly people (p3) 
Japan-U.S. isle agreement irks Russia (p3) 
Foreign News 
Sn Lanka in political flux as Tamils switch sides (p4) 
Aussies in a tizzy ahead of visiting royals (p4) 
‘Bin Ladin’ brand ban lifted (p5) 
U.K. lawmakers slam antiterror ‘control orders’ (p6) 
Record 199 nominations for Nobel Peace Prize (p7) 
Newspaper has right to block access to records, judge 
rules (p7) 
Questions of pope’s successor rise again (p7) 
Business News 
Allies moving to sell stakes in NBS to Fuji TV (p8) 
Insurers race to get into medical policies as population 
ages (p8) 
Consumer prices fell at faster pace in January (p8) 
Yukos loses bid to bring bankruptcy case to U.S, 
courts (p10) 
U.S. fourth-quarter GDP revised up (p11) 
Sports News 
IOC team finishes inspection, thanks New Yorkers 
(pis) 
Takeda likely to remain head of JOC (p19) 
Sapporo to host indoor Nordic skiing (p19) 
Miyazato increases lead to four strokes (p20) 
Editorial 
Moment of reckoning for the alliance (p16) 


February 27 (Sunday) 

Front Page News 
H-IIA rocket successfully places satellite into orbit 
Winter Special Olympics get under way in Nagano 
In reversal, Mubarak seeks multicandidate vote 

Domestic News 


Hashimoto grilled on donation (p2) 
Crown Princess cancels trip to Nagano Special 
Olympics (p2) | 
Howard says Australia has not asked for trade payoff 
(p2) — 
Date for Russian visit expected soon (p2) 
Foreign News 
Global bird flu talks urge changes in husbandry (p3) 
U.S., South Korea, Japan urge North Korea to return 
to nuclear talks (p3) 
Apes dwindle as forests fall in Indonesia (p3) 
French finance minister resigns (p4) 
Togo’s president to step down (p5) 
Papacy evolves into last phase (p6) 
HIV infection rate among U.S. blacks doubles in a 
decade (p6) 
Business News 
U.S. bank loses customer data (p16) 
Workers nix bid for first Wal-Mart union (p16) 
Argentina finishes off record debt restructuring (p17) 
Sports News 
Kitajima rewrites own mark (p18) 
Take posts 200" graded-race win (p19) 
Narita wins first World Cup title (p19) 
Eagles sink talons into Giants (p20) 
Miyazato three up going into last round (p20) 
Editorial 
The British navy’s pink carpet (p12) 


February 28 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
World antismoking treaty enters into force 
[ran got written Pakistani nuclear offer 
Clinton shows up at Special Olympics 
Domestic News 
Bureaucrat allegedly kills five relatives in Gifu home 
(p2) 
China promises “urgent’ effort over North Korea (p2) 
U.S. playwright takes up ‘comfort women’ cause (p2) 
China drops to fourth place in race for yen loans (p2) 
Foreign News 
Aussies urged to show respect to Charles (p3) 
Russia, Iran sign nuclear deal after snag on fuel 
delivery date (p4) 
Queen can never forgive Charles for putting duty 
second: paper (p9) 
Sports News 
Uemura wins freestyle moguls event (p18) 
Mixed day for Kitajima (p18) 
Matsumiya rewrites own record (p18) 
Japan wins Yokohama ekiden (p19) 
Editorial 
Look for VAT hike on the agenda (p16) 


